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He defined what he was seeking as follows: "I
want a tax which will be largely productive : I must
levy a tax therefore on some article of universal con-
sumption which is very cheap : I want a tax which
shall not be open to the economical objection to
which a protective duty on an article largely produced
in this country would certainly be open, namely that
it would raise the price of the whole amount of that
article to the consumer by a far larger sum than it
would yield to the Exchequer. I want a tax that
everybody shall pay, not only those who are privi-
leged to pay income-tax and death duties or those
who indulge in alcohol or tobacco." New taxes
answering to this description were not then discover-
able, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer fell back
on a revival of former taxes, one upon the import of
sugar and the other upon the export of coal. The
import duty on sugar drew from Sir Michael Hicks-
Beach a long and very technical statement. The
duty, which started from the point of 4s. 2d. per cwt.
on refined sugar, was graduated according to the
amount of crystallization, and was supplemented by
corresponding duties on molasses and glucose ; a tax
of 20s. per Ib. was also placed on saccharine. The
other of the two new taxes, which took the form of an
export duty of Is. per ton on coal, was certainly new
to the present generation of tax-payers, although the
authority of Sir Robert Peel, who imposed 4s. a ton
on the export of coal in 1842 (abolishing it, however,
three years later), could be quoted in favour of it*
It was one which Sir Michael Hicks-Beach described
as " not a direct tax in my mind because it will not
be paid by the producers of the article," nor an